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AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS 
SUB J : DISCO III 

REF: STATE 23740 

1 . EMBASSY WELCOMES DISCO'S NEGATIVE POSITION RE POSSIBLE 
RETURN OF HARREL TO ETHIOPIA ONCE HE IS FREE, BUT RECOGNIZES 
THAT DESPITE CISCO, HARREL WILL BE FREE TO MAKE HIS OWN 
DECISION. 

2. NONETHELESS, AS WE HAVE HAD OCCASION TO SAY BEFORE, WE 
BELIEVE IT WOULD BE A SERIOUS MISTAKE FOR HARREL TO 
RETURN HERE. THERE WOULD BE EVERY LIKELIHOOD THAT 
HARREL WOULD BE PICKED UP IMMEDIATELY BY ETHIOPIAN 
AUTHORITES, DETAINED AND SUBJECTED TO" INTENSE INTER- 
ROGATION." DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE SUSPICIOUS ETHIOPIANS 
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A RANGE OF POSSIBLE HARASSMENTS ANY ONE OF WHICH COULD MAKE LIFE 
EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT FOR HIM AND FOR HIS WIFE. 

3. IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, THE ABILITY OF THIS EMBASSY 

OR CONGEN ASMARA TO PROTECT, SHIELD OR COUNSEL HIM MIGHT 
BE LIMITED INDEED. SHOULD HE BE INCARCERATED BEFORE OR 
AFTER INTERROGATION, WE WOULD RATE OUR CHANCES OF SPRIGN- 
ING HIM QUICKLY AS VERY POOR, AND NO ONE, LEAST OF ALL 
HARREL, SHOULD BE UNDER ANY ILLUSIONS ON THIS POINT. 

4. ACCORDINGLY, WE BELIEVE THAT IF HARREL SHOWS ANY DIS- 
POSITION TO RETURN TO ETHIOPIA, USG OFFICIALS ON THE SPOT 
SHOULD STRONGLY COUNSEL HIM ALONG LINES PARA 2 AND 3 ABOVE 
AND MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO DISCOURAGE HIM FROM RETURNING. 

HUMMEL 
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